Public policy on competency: how will nursing address this complex issue?
The evolving contexts in which nursing care is provided and the complexity of clients being served are raising new questions about the nature of nursing practice, the ways in which nurses can best be prepared for such practice settings, and how current staff can continually update their knowledge, skills, and abilities to provide competent care. It is imperative that the profession be forward looking as it reassesses the implications of assuring the public of a competent nursing work force. The mandate to prepare nurses differently to practice competently in future health care systems also suggests a different system for competency assessment. This article provides an overview of international, national, and state perspectives and approaches in addressing the issue of assuring competency from a public policy perspective, including one state's experience to date.